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89 Years of Service

Thomas W. Howard, CEO/General Manager

It was a beautiful day for Cal-
laway Electric Cooperative’s 8§9th
Annual Meeting, and I want to thank
each of you who attended. The pres-
ence of 370 registered members and
over 525 attendees demonstrates the
strong support and engagement of
our membership, something that has
been at the core of Callaway Electric
Cooperative since its earliest days.

As we approach our 90th year, |
can’t help but reflect on what that first
annual meeting might have been like.
What were the pressing issues? Find-
ing poles? Hiring linemen? Securing
generation sources? While the details
have changed, one thing remains the
same — our commitment to delivering
safe, reliable and affordable electrici-
ty to the people of rural Callaway and
southern Montgomery counties.

A Community-Centered Event

This year’s meeting had a few ex-
citing additions. Associated Electric

Cooperative Inc. (AECI), our whole-
sale power provider based in Spring-
field, had a booth where members
could view the “Journey of Electric-
ity” through a virtual reality experi-
ence from the low-sulfur coal mines
of Wyoming’s Powder River Basin to
AECTI’s power plant facilities, across
power lines to homes and businesses.
It was an excellent
way for members
to get a behind-
the-scenes look

at how our power
is generated. A
second VR option
this year included
a “Line Worker
Experience” which gave viewers a
unique perspective of a cooperative
line crew completing a pole replace-
ment from start to finish. We appre-
ciate the team at AECI for providing
these experiences for our members.

allaway Electric Cooperative’s

Callabyte, our broadband subsid-
iary, was also on hand to assist mem-
bers with streaming options, sign up
new subscribers and answer questions
about the service. We’re incredibly
proud of Callabyte’s growth and the
service it provides to our community.
Although we had to discontinue our
TV service, Callabyte remains strong,

Over the last 89 years, the details may have
changed, but one thing remains the same - our
commitment to delivering safe, reliable and af-
fordable electricity to the people of rural Callaway
and southern Montgomery counties.

providing high-speed internet and
phone services to members. More
than 200 members and subscribers
attended our “Streaming 101" classes
to explore their streaming options,
highlighting the strong interest in

continued on inside front cover



Reflecting on Callaway Electric Cooperative’s
89 Years of Service

making a seamless transition.

Callabyte has continued to
expand, surpassing 11,000 subscrib-
ers, including new service areas
in southern Boone County. We’re
also proud to have launched 4Gbps
internet service, ensuring members
have access to some of the fastest
speeds available for their homes and
businesses.

We also provided information
about Operation Roundup, sharing
details about how this voluntary pro-
gram benefits our community. Thanks
to member participation, Operation
Roundup funds go to local individ-
uals and organizations in need. We
signed up 19 new participants at the
meeting. More information about this
valuable program is available on our
website or by calling our office.

Beyond business, we enjoyed
a meal of fried chicken from Lee’s
Famous Recipe Chicken, served
with the help of Hatton’s 4-H Club
members. The Callaway County
Health Department provided blood
pressure checks, and Dr. Amy
Fleming performed hearing tests.
We also awarded electricity certif-
icates totaling $1,000 to 14 lucky
members who were attendees of
the meeting.

Addressing Key Issues

During the meeting, I high-
lighted some of the challenges we
faced in 2024, including supply
chain disruptions, inflation and ris-
ing interest rates. These issues are
ongoing, but we are continuously
adapting and finding solutions to
achieve our priority of providing
affordable service. Our reliabil-
ity efforts paid off in 2024, as
our average outage time was 77.5
minutes per member, a significant
improvement over our five-year
average of 121.8 minutes.

One major topic was the Clean

Power Plan 2, a federal regulation
that, if enacted, could result in the
closure of most fossil fuel generation
facilities by 2035. These facilities are
essential in providing safe, reliable
and affordable electricity. Many of
you answered our call last year to
contact your representatives about
this issue, and I sincerely thank you
for doing so. Callaway Electric and
other cooperatives worked to urge
Congress to stop the EPA’s proposed
power plant rules, which could strain
the electric grid and increase the risk
of rolling blackouts.

Election Results

During the business meeting,
incumbent directors Wesley Zerr,
David Guerrant and Anita Ruga were
re-elected to the board. Three pro-
posed bylaw amendments were also
approved. The amendments require
director candidates to have resided
with in the CEC service area for no
less than 24 months; require director
candidates by petition to disclose
the same information as candidates
selected by the Nominating Commit-
tee; and allows CEC to recover all
debts owed by a terminated mem-
bership by early retirement of that
membership’s capital credits on a
discounted basis.

Looking Ahead to 2025

I am more optimistic about the
year ahead than I have been in quite
some time. We’re seeing signs of
growth in the service area, including
new economic activity and a strength-
ening workforce.

However, we also face rising
costs, and a revenue increase was
necessary to keep up with rising
wholesale power costs. This increase
took effect with March 23, 2025
usage and will appear on May bills.
For an average residential mem-
ber using 1,200 kilowatt-hours per
month, the increase will be about
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4.6% or $10 per month.

Safety is an area of continued
focus. Public and employee safety
remain top priorities, as does main-
taining our high standard of service
reliability through proactive efforts
such as vegetation management. Our
system reliability consistently ap-
proaches the coveted 99.99% bench-
mark, a testament to the hard work of
our team.

We’re also investing in the future
through youth programs. The Nation-
al Rural Electric Youth Tour and the
CYCLE program give high school
students the opportunity to develop
leadership skills and learn about the
cooperative model. Many past par-
ticipants have returned to the area as
business owners, community leaders
and cooperative supporters.

Our Commitment to You

Whether it’s delivering electric-
ity, providing broadband through
Callabyte, or supporting our commu-
nity through programs like Operation
Roundup, our mission remains un-
changed: to serve you, our members,
in the best way possible. We are here
to provide safe, reliable and afford-
able electricity while maintaining
sound business practices.

I want to thank our board of
directors, our hardworking employ-
ees, and most importantly, you —the
members — for making this cooper-
ative what it is today. Your support
and engagement ensure that Callaway
Electric will remain strong for years
to come.

Here’s to another year of service
and progress. We look forward to see-
ing you at our 90th annual meeting!

Until next time,

Nom
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Missouri's Lineworker Apprecat
Day s celebrated on April 8. 2025.

COLORIN

Special thanks to all who participated in this year’s coloring contest!
We enjoyed seeing creations from talented local young artists.

Missour’s Lineworker Appreciation
Dayis celebrated on April 5, 2025.
Established in 2015, itis a day to
horor those who put their life on
he line to keep the lights on.
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network, Or more correctly;

inter-connected neiworks.
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INTERNET

A massive global
communications

The technology that allows
your devices to connect fo
your router, modem, and
out to the Internet
without wires:

a series of thousands of
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Make plans for a
high speed home

Whether you are building a new home or remodeling an
existing one, Callabyte can help ensure a quality experience
with our fiber to the home internet and phone services.

P> Identify a central location for the ‘wiring closet’

One key thing is while walls are open, the installation
of relatively inexpensive wiring will pay big rewards in the
end. A first step would be to identify in your home a central
location where a number of wires can be terminated. We will
call this the wiring closet. In the closet, with the use of an
in-home media panel, all wires can be neatly organized. Be
sure to include an electrical outlet in your panel as there will
ultimately be electronics needed for the final connections.

P Hardwire TV locations for the best experience

The largest consumer of internet in our homes today
is typically our televisions. It is recommended that from
the wiring closest to everywhere a TV may be located, two
CAT-6 Ethernet cables should be ran. By running two ca-
bles, a Smart-TV can be directly connected, as can an addi-
tional streaming TV device. Depending on your preference,
a coax cable (RG-6) can also be ran to each TV location. Be
sure to think about locations where televisions are placed
today, and where they may be located in the future.

P> Flexible conduit from the entry point to the wiring closet
will simplify service installation

To bring service from outside to the wiring closet, a
flexible conduit should be installed from the media panel
to an entry point on the outside of the home. A 3/4 inch flex-
ible water pipe can be used for this purpose. In routing the
conduit/water pipe, be sure to avoid sharp bends and kinks.
It would also be best that the conduit be one continuous
piece, absent of any couplers or fittings. If the budget will
allow, two conduit runs will serve you well into the future.

<t

PO Box 250 | Fulton, MO 65251

Reach our team for more defdi'l &
" '573-826-2371| info@callabyte.com

P Maximize performance in a larger home by planning for
repeating hardware

One additional consideration to think about when
running cables, especially if your home is somewhat large,
is the addition of wireless repeaters or mesh radios. While
wireless technology can extend using wireless signals,
to maximize performance, consider running CAT-6 Eth-
ernet cable to locations where repeating hardware will
be placed. With the addition of wire connecting wireless
equipment, performance can typically be doubled. The
cost of that improvement is very inexpensive while cables
are easy to install.

The Callabyte Tech Team can help provide addition-
al guidance and information about wiring your home in
preparation of Callabyte service. Feel free to reach out for
a free consultation by contacting us at 573-826-2371. One
of our technicians will be happy to review your plans and
share ideas to help simplify the process of preparing for
your fiber optic service while the walls are open. By working
together, our job is a little easier to install Callabyte service,
and the look of your final installation will be more profes-
sional with all network cabling hidden in the walls.
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We are free of roller
coaster heating costs.

We had a heat pump installed last year. It heats and cools
more efficiently than the old system. Now the cost to heat
our home is not only lower, it is more stable.

We used the savings to ride some real roller coasters.

Visit MembersFirst.coop/energy-efficiency to find out how you
can start saving energy and money too!

Missour1 Electric N .
Cooperatives Take Control & Save

MembersFirst.coop/energy-efficiency
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SEMO students can earn drone degree

Annual contest showcases your Show-Me State favorites

Spencers’ Sweet Call continues 100-year candy legacy

Here’s how to get to the top of the pole

MO PAC Lumber specializes in black walnut hardwood

A teenager teams up with a one-eyed, barrel-racing horse
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Jheron Nunnelly
specializes in jumbo
stuffed potatoes. His
business was selected
by our readers as Best
Food Truck. Read about
more of Missouri’s best
on page 13.
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Community-focused careers
Electric cooperatives offer fulfilling, exciting jobs

f you want a job that offers more than just a paycheck,

consider working at one of Missouri’s 47 electric cooper-

atives. These community-focused organizations provide

stable and rewarding careers with a mission-driven
purpose: keeping the lights on and strengthening the local
economy. Whether you’re seeking your first job, a new
challenge or career capstone, an electric cooperative could
be the perfect fit for you.

Electric co-ops prioritize service over profit, meaning
your work directly benefits the people in your community.
This community-first mindset creates a workplace where
employees feel valued and connected to their neighbors.

Electric cooperatives offer a wide range of
career opportunities. Here is just a small
sampling of the work you could do:

« Engineering and Operations: Design and
maintain electrical systems that power homes
and businesses.

« Cybersecurity and Technology: Protect the
cooperative’s digital infrastructure and develop
broadband services.

« Finance and Administration: Track income
and expenses of the co-op, while overseeing
business operations.

o Customer and Member Services: Help
members lower their energy bills and navigate
service options.

« Communications and Public Relations:
Educate the public and organize community
initiatives.

Whether you’re climbing utility poles, crunching num-
bers or planning events, there’s a place for your skills at
an electric cooperative. If you want a career with stability,
great benefits and the chance to make a real difference,
working at an electric cooperative is a smart choice. Just
ask anyone you know who works at one, and you’ll find
out they offer long-term and exciting careers.

See job opportunities and learn more about co-op
careers at www.moelectriccoops.com.
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CAREERS

OPERATIONS

MEMBER SERVICES

COMMUNICATIONS ADMINISTRATION

COMPETITIVE SALARIES * GREAT BENEFITS
WORKING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
47 COOPERATIVES ACROSS THE STATE
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RM |PERSPECTIVES

by Caleb Jones | cjones@amec.coop

ust like Rural Missouri does
every April, [ put together a list
of my favorite things. Some are
lifelong traditions, others are
new experiences and a few are just
good stories worth telling. In no par-
ticular order, here’s this year’s list.

Favorite race car driver: Up until a
week ago, my favorite race car driver
was NASCAR legend Carl Edwards
(who also happens to be a Missouri
electric co-op member). But Carl got

beat this year by Beau Wankum, who

proudly raced in the finals with his
Willie Wiredhand Boy Scout Pine-

wood Derby car. I haven’t seen Carl
Edwards race Pinewood Derby cars,

but if he ever does, he might have his

hands full.

Favorite eye-opening experience:
When [ was 15, I spent a month in

Takamatsu, Japan, through a 4-H

exchange program. I didn’t learn

much Japanese or acquire a taste for

anything wrapped in seaweed, but I

did learn no matter where you live or

what you do, people are more alike
than different.

Favorite president: ['ve had the
honor of working for the U.S. Pres-
ident and even served as president
of my FFA chapter. But my favorite
president? That is Missouri Electric
Cooperatives Board President Loren
Haines. He always stays true to the
motto: What’s best for our members
is best for the cooperatives.

Favorite park bench: The boys
down at fish camp surprised my
family by donating a park bench at
Bennett Spring State Park in mem-
ory of my grandfather, Carson Teel.
He was the one who started taking
us to trout season opening day over
40 years ago. This year, the fourth
generation of Jones boys carried

on the tradition and even brought
home some trout. That bench will be
a reminder that some traditions are
built to last.

Beau Wankum, shown here with his Willie
Wiredhand Pinewood Derby race car, is my
favorite driver.

Favorite romantic date: Long ago,
I was smitten with a blonde-haired
damsel, and I needed to impress
her. My buddy Chuck Caisley got me
front-row tickets to watch the light-
ing of the Kansas City Country Club
Plaza Christmas lights. Seventeen
years, four houses, three dogs and
two kids later — those Plaza lights
are still twinkling for us.

Favorite magazine: I grew up read-
ing Boys’ Life, Highlights and the
Missouri Conservationist, or at least
looking at the pictures. It wasn’t
until I started valuing words and
pictures, however, that I realized
Rural Missouri tells the story of real
Missourians. Now, it’s my favorite
magazine because every month it
captures the people and places that
make rural Missouri home.

Caleb Jones is the executive vice
president and CEO of Missouri Elec-
tric Cooperatives. He is a member of
Boone Electric Cooperative.
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A Decade of Empowerment. 10 Years of Community Impact.

For the past 10 years, First State Community Bank’s Impact Initiative has been more than just
giving back - it's been about creating lasting change. From supporting charitable organizations
and empowering families, to funding essential community projects, we have partnered with
organizations across Missouri to make a real difference. Together, we’ve built stronger
communities, provided opportunities, and helped our neighbors thrive.

Be part of the impact. Join FSCB today.

Discover
our projects

> a First State
) Community Bank FSCB.com | fbic
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INSURANCE.MO.GOV 800‘1%377;50
800-726-7390

INSURANCE

CONSUMER
. HOTLINE

We can help you understand your
options on insurance-related matters
or assist you in resolving a complaint. Y @y

DCI .

Missouri Department of Commerce & Insurance




AMERICAN
CRUISE LINES

CRUISE THE MIGHTY

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Your All-Inclusive Lower Mississippi
River Cruise Includes:

9-day/8-night exploration

7 ports of call with guided
excursion options at each

All onboard meals and our
signature evening cocktail hour

Full enrichment package with
guest speakers and nightly

entertainment Memphis

o Tunica

Newest fleet of ships with just
90 to 180 guests

Terrene Landing
*--® Cleveland

All tips and gratuities

Vicksburg

America’s #1 Natchez

St. Francisville

River Cruise Line

oBaton Rouge

Houmas
House

0Oak New Orleans
Alley

Call today

800-459-2596

to request a
free Cruise Guide




Above: Junior Blake Gustafson launches a drone near the Mississippi River. Below: Students use thermal imaging in their drones to locate deer.

1 aking off

SEMO students can earn drone degree

by Paul Newton | pnewton@ruralmissouri.coop

he slight buzz from the spinning propellers rises and falls
as a trio of drones passes. At the northeast corner of Cape
Girardeau, students split into two groups, each carefully navi-
gating their drones overhead along planned paths. They aren’t
flying for fun though — this is drone school.
Equipped with thermal cameras, they are searching for deer.
“In the fall there’s a managed deer hunt in these parks,” says
Southeast Missouri State University (SEMO) instructor Andrew
Chronister. “We’re trying to see how effective that hunt is.
For the last three years, we’ve come out here to count the
deer with our drones and we give that data to our biology
department to process, which in turn works with the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation.”
Andrew leads SEMO’s unmanned aircraft systems
(UAS) program — the only bachelor’s degree of its kind
in Missouri. The program prepares students for a broad
range of careers in drone technology.
Before joining SEMO, Andrew spent 25 years as a video



producer. While capturing aerial footage of buildings, he
became fascinated with drones. His passion led him to
build his own drone and eventually join the university as
an advisor for agricultural drone technology. The UAS pro-
gram was established at SEMO in 2017, and Andrew took
over three years later.

“We’re trying to create well-rounded drone profession-
als,” Andrew says. “People who cannot just fly the drones,
but manage departments and things like that.”

The curriculum covers a variety of other topics drone
pilots need to know far beyond flying. Throughout their
four years, students take classes on meteorology, GIS,
basic circuits, microcomputer maintenance, technical
communication, physics and more.

The first core drone class most students take is the fun-
damentals of aviation where they learn what makes an air-
craft fly. Students start to become familiar with drones in
UAS fundamentals where Andrew prepares them for their
Part 107 FAA test so they can fly commercially. Another
class focuses on remote sensing technology and students
in the UAS design class build a drone from the ground up.
Another class focuses on drone laws, policy and safety.

One of the final classes is UAS mission planning. “That’s
where we take all the knowledge that we learned in the
previous classes and we wrap it all up and go out and fly
various types of missions, like counting the deer,” Andrew
says. “We fly various missions like thermal, multispectral,
hyperspectral and photography.”

A capstone course is personalized to each student who
completes projects and missions. “There’s a physics stu-
dent who’s researching light pollution on campus,” Andrew
says. “Our capstone students have been flying missions
around campus at various moon stages. Over the next few
years, we’ll be expanding into agriculture spraying too.”

Currently, SEMO has a dozen students majoring in UAS,
with more pursing it as a minor. Graduates have gone on
to work for Boeing, inspect wind farms and even work for
companies specializing in counter-drone technology.

“The diversity of what we can do after we graduate is
incredible,” says Audrie Clark, a UAS major from Poplar

Instructor Andrew Chronister
launches a drone while he was
troubleshooting issues with
students, from left, Audrie
Clark, Kaci Dunlap and Lucky
Okpanachi Atabo.

Bluff. “Drones are in the baby stage and I think we’re
going to see a huge growth in technology in the next five
years. It’s exciting knowing there’s going to be new oppor-
tunities that come up.”

The most popular majors that minor in UAS are agri-
culture, construction management, professional pilot, law
enforcement and communications, according to Andrew.

Austin Gross is a junior from Troy majoring in plant
and soil science and minoring in UAS. He says he picked
the minor to educate himself on drone spraying and land
surveying. “I was completely new to drones in general,” he
says after inspecting the area for deer. “Doing this program
and flying in class has given me the confidence to know I
can do this whenever I'm out of school.”

As drone and camera technology rapidly evolve, Andrew
envisions them being used in more industries. First
responders might put up a drone as soon as they arrive on
a scene to survey the area, use thermal imaging to look for
hot spots of a fire, search for possible criminals or to help
with accident reconstruction. Quarry operators use drones
to quickly measure piles of rocks. Electric cooperative
employees use drones to help them inspect power lines.

“Package and food delivery are already happening in
some places, but that will be big the next five years,”
Andrew says. “I can envision someone in Marble Hill need-
ing an auto part from a store in Cape Girardeau. They can
order it and it gets loaded onto a drone and delivered to
Marble Hill in 15 minutes.” By comparison, it would take
45 minutes one way to drive this distance.

Andrew says when people think about real-world appli-
cations of drones, they become increasingly interested in

hearing about the UAS program. “Some
people don’t realize there are professions
specifically for drone pilots trained in all
these things,” he says. “A lot of people
just think of drones as toys, but there
is so much more they can do.”

Cape Girardeau Q
For more information on SEMO’s
UAS program visit www.semo.edu.
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At Vital Farms, we’re on a mission to bring ethical food to the table. Help us further our mission
by joining our network of family farmers. All you need is at least 52 acres of land and a passion for
animal welfare. We’ll set you up with a support crew and teach you everything you need to know.
Call us today to learn more!

WHAT'S INIT FOR YOU? OTHER FARMER PERKS

Develop a business owner mindset. @ Become a steward of the land and
preserve natural resources.

Enjoy life at home on the farm and

build a lasting family operation for @ Generate a steady income on land
generations to come. that may not be fit for other forms

of agriculture.
Egg pricing escalates with actual
feed costs.

@ Utilize vacant paddocks for
other livestock, e.g., cattle,

Paid for ALL egg sizes with a sheep, and goats.
premium price for large eggs.

4-Flock Contract Terms

Industry-leading support from a
team of experts in pastured hens.

CALLTODAY! SCAN BEE
(844) 494-VITAL TO LEARN MORE [cies




ACT NOW AND GET TAKE AN EXTRA
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All Windows and Doors' Entire Purchase'

Minimum purchase of 4 Minimum purchase of 4

m NO Money Down | NO Monthly Payments | NO Interest for 12 months:

Minimum purchase of 4 - interest accrues from the date of purchase, but is waived if paid in full within 12 months

TESTED, TRUSTED, AND TOTALLY PROVEN.

“My overall experience was great. | love the window, More 5-Star e
and from sales to scheduling, the experience Reviews m’r'ﬂ':’z"v"gﬂ'“"
was very good. The installers are highly skilled —_—

professionals and | would recommend Renewal by *‘/\’ \ /\* Natio Best
—_—

Andersen to all my contacts.”
’ Than Other Leading Full-Service Warranty'
LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER Window Replacement

Companies*
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KEEP THE COOL AIR IN AND THE HEAT OUT! : Gy v‘/

S,
9
Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home 5 IN THE }
is easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. ' SmartSun
Take advantage of this great offer to save money on your window
project - and help save on high energy bills for years to come!

out and the
cool in.

RENEWAL Offer Ends May 31
by ANDERSEN Call for your FREE consultation.

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT & 8 5 5 - 560 - 30 6 5

FINDYOURWINDOW.COM
v

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/
patio doors between 3/25/2025 and 5/31/2025. Additional $100 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4), taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2025. Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promo Period: while
no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the
customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently
owned and operated. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. flt is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of
the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor £ phically unrestricted for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit
renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-| hung window U-Factor to the U- Factorfor clear dual-pane glass nonmetal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012,
2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. 3Based on testing of 10 double-hung units per ASTM E2068 20 years after installation. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are
trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14201 *Using U.S. and imported parts.
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For 22 years, Rural Missouri readers have shared where
they love to live, work and play throughout the Show-Me
State in our Best of Rural Missouri Reader's Choice Con-
test. We received thousands of responses highlighting Mis-
souri’s best places to eat and most interesting characters.

Each category has a first place, second place and edi-
tors’ choice. Those who submitted their choices for every
category on the online ballot were entered in a sweep-
stakes to win one of two $250 Visa gift cards. This year’s
winners are Amy Davison of Princeton and Constance
Wyrick of Tuscumbia, members of Grundy and Gascosage
electric cooperatives, respectively.

Use this magazine as road-trip inspiration this year
(always check to ensure their business hours match your
plans). We’ll display these pages in the Missouri Electric

Cooperative Building during the Missouri State Fair.




1st: Wabash BBQ, Excelsior Springs
You don't have to be an engineer to find
award-winning barbecue in Excelsior Springs.
Diners have been lining up since 1997 for
Wabash BBQ's ribs, brisket, burnt ends

and more. You'll be right on track with the
Piggback Combo featuring smoked brisket,
ham, turkey, pulled pork and a pair of fall-off-
the-bone ribs along with two sides aka Signals
and Switches. If you want your barbecue
between two slices of bread, Wabash has you
covered with sandwiches ranging from 4 to 12
ounces of smoked meat. Start your meal with
their fresh-cut, hand-dipped onion strings and
you won't be disappointed.

2nd: Sweet Smoke BBQ, Jefferson City

Editors’ Choice: Duke's BBQ Shack,
Wentzville
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1st: Beckett's, Glasgow

Beckett’s has been a Glasgow staple for more
than three decades. Nikki Gouge bought the
former sports bar in 2007 and transformed it
into a downtown dining destination known
for their fresh, made-from-scratch food and
housemade sauces. Nikki doesn’t consider
Beckett's upscale, but rather elevated. That
starts with their popular steak pita. Fresh-cut
rib-eye is grilled to your liking, placed inside
warm pita bread and topped with lettuce,
tomatoes, onions, feta cheese and Beckett’s
creamy garlic sauce. Pair it with hand-cut fries
or sweet potato waffle fries with housemade
honey jalapeno sauce. Other popular dishes
include their hand-pattied burgers and hand-
breaded tenderloins. Can't get enough? You
can purchase Beckett's ranch, creamy garlic
and honey jalapeno sauces to take home.

2nd: Fulton Cafe, Fulton

Editors’ Choice: Carson's, Sikeston



1st: Firehouse 54, Eagleville

Pizza aficionados don't need to visit the big
city to find big taste. Tana Kinder started
Firehouse 54 food trailer in 2005 eventually
moving into a permanent location in 2009.
Tana's pizzas feature fresh ingredients and
unique pairings. There's meat, supreme

and veggie pizzas for those seeking more
traditional pies. For something different, opt
for one of Firehouse 54's chicken pizzas. The
most popular is the chicken fajita pizza with
a base of marinara topped with peppered
chicken, green and red peppers, onions and a
blend of mozzarella and provolone. The pizza
is topped with a garlic sprinkle and the crust
is buttered just before serving. All of Tana’s
pizzas are offered as a keto-friendly pizza bowl
as well.

2nd: Brooklyn Pizza, Fulton

Editors’ Choice: Mother Tucker's, Lamar

1st: Fireside Bakes and Brew, Fayette
Nichole Atkins used her culinary school y

background cooking high-end, three-course
meals for years. However, the late hours [
weren't suited for the self-described “morning . N
person.” Nichole thought coffee would be :
the perfect fit for her. She opened her mobile
coffee shop, Fireside Bakes and Brew, in May

2021, and a few months later moved into a
vacant building just off the downtown square
in Fayette. Nichole says Fireside’s unique R =
tastes come from the air-roasted beans they

source from The Roasterie Coffee Co. in Kansas

City. The white caramel mocha is Fireside’s

most popular year-round drink, especially

for students at nearby Central Methodist

University. When the leaves change colors

in the fall, Nichole can't make enough of her

pumpkin pie latte.

2nd: Bourbon Cafe and Coffee Saloon,
Bourbon

Editors’ Choice: Knox County High School
Bus Cafe, Edina




1st: Hoeckele's Bakery and Deli,
Perryville

From classic glazed donuts to specialty caramel
pecan rolls, Hoeckele’s Bakery and Deli has
something for everyone. Founded in 1937 by
brothers Joe and Paul Hoeckele, this bakery

has become a southeast Missouri staple that
attracts customers from across the nation. Their
menu, now overseen by cousins Eli Hoeckele
and Leslie Hoeckele-Esselman, has sweet treat
options for every generation, including cake
donuts, long johns, French pastries and specialty
cupcakes. Need a break from the sugar? Try
their deli menu, which includes signature
sandwiches, homemade soups and fresh salads.
Their recently added drink menu offers frozen
coffees and espresso beverages, as well as fruit
smoothies and teas. Early morning visits are
imperative if you want to snag a treat, as many
of their fan favorites sell out daily!

2nd: Rolling Pin Bakery, Glasgow

Editors’ Choice: Black Oak Bakery, Dearborn

FOOD TRUCK

1st: My Murphy's Stuffed Potatoes,
Mexico

Before Jheron Nunnelly opened his food
truck in 2019, he knew he would specialize

in jumbo stuffed potatoes. Inspired by date
night meals he'd cook with his wife, Kendall,
Jheron knew the over-the-top potatoes could
be made relatively quickly and would be well
received in mid-Missouri. The most popular
potato is the McMurphy. A giant spud is split
open and topped with smoked ground beef,
bacon, lettuce, tomato, onion, pickle, cheese
sauce, a mustard-based barbecue sauce, sour
cream, crumbled potato chips and chives.
While potatoes are Mr. Murphy’s specialty,
the toppings are also available on salads and
nachos. Jheron’s potatoes were so popular
that in late 2024, he opened a permanent Mr.
Murphy’s in downtown Mexico.

2nd: Mad Moose and Crew BBQ, Cuba

Editors’ Choice: Smokin Pickle, Fulton
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1st: Stone Hill Winery, Hermann
Set atop a hill that overlooks downtown
Hermann is Stone Hill Winery. It is Missouri's
oldest winery and has received more
accolades than can be counted. The distinct
taste of their wine starts with the grapes
grown on their 192 acres of vineyards

spread across seven locations on rolling

hills surrounding Hermann. If you're a fan

of Norton wine, you're in for a treat with
Stone Hill's 2022 Cross J Norton. At the 2024
Missouri Wine Competition, the red varietal
was named the best Norton wine, best

red wine and took home the prestigious
Governor’s Cup. Stop by Stone Hill on your
next Hermann trip, fill up a meat-and-cheese
tray and enjoy the postcard-worthy views,
which are only topped by the unforgettable
wine.

2nd: Spencer Manor Winery, St. James

Editors’ Choice: Charleville Brewery and
Winery, Ste. Genevieve

1st: Rich's Famous Burgers, Sullivan, St.
James, Owensville, Steelville and Bel-Nor
For nearly a decade diners have been flocking

to one of Rich's Famous Burgers locations to

try owner Jason Cusick’s twist on classic burger
flavors. Jason named his original restaurant

in Steelville after his friend and mentor, the

late Rich Robson. The Angus beef at Rich’s is
never frozen and hand-pattied each morning.
Likely the most unique item on the menu is the
Jam Burger. Angus beef patties are cooked to
order and topped with thick-cut bacon, gooey
peanut butter and Rich’s housemade hot pepper
strawberry jam and all served between two
slices of Texas toast. Other interesting burgers
include the Big Cheesey, which is topped with
deep-fried jalapeno mac-n-cheese bites and the
Breakfast Burger with a runny egg and bacon.

2nd: Dukes on the Boulevard, Jefferson City

Editors’ Choice: Mary Jane Burgers and Brew,
Perryville
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1st: Uranus Fudge Factory and General
Store, St. Robert

It's hard to miss the Uranus Fudge Factory and
General Store as you drive across Missouri

on Interstate 44. Plenty of not-so-subtle
billboards draw your attention to the one-
of-a-kind roadside attraction complete with
an oddity-filled sideshow museum, mini golf
course, escape room, ice cream and 80 flavors
of taffy. The real draw is the housemade
fudge, which is made daily and cut to order. If
you think your friends need a souvenir from
the over-the-top pitstop, they offer rows of
apparel, stuffed animals, playing cards and
more adorned with the unforgettable name.

2nd: Jim The Wonder Dog Museum,
Marshall

Editors’ Choice: Maxie the Goose, Sumner
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1st: Public House Brewing Co., Rolla
and St. James

Josh Stacy started his career in the corporate
world, traveling across the country nearly
every week. His family home brewed beer, so
fittingly, Josh would always find the newest
craft brewery on his travels.”l just knew
someone was going to open a brewery in
Rolla and | was going to resent it if it wasn't
me," he says. He opened the Public House
Brewing Co. in 2010 serving a handful of
beers brewed behind that bar in Rolla. They
expanded and started distribution in 2013
with a second location in St. James. This

year they're expanding and renovating their
original location in downtown Rolla. Josh
says the Public House'’s two most popular
brews are the Cream Ale — an easy-drinking
light beer they've sold for more than a
decade — and the Elusive IPA, made from a
blend of five or six different varieties of hops.

2nd: Pinckney Bend Distillery, New Haven

Editors’ Choice: Piney River Brewing Co.,
Bucyrus
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1st: Maramec Spring Park, St. James
Whether you're trying to catch your limit, go
for a hike or take in the history of the first iron
works west of the Mississippi River, Maramec
Spring Park in St. James has you covered.
One of the biggest days at the park each
year is March 1, when anglers from all over
descend on the park for the opening day of
5 trout season in Missouri. The 1,860-acre park's
/f?% P spring-fed waters are stocked with rainbow
TR T “ trout for the day. Maramec Spring is the fifth
‘ o : 3 "'%" ‘A::"‘“ largest spring in the state with 96 million
ez ® = : o T A "& gallons of water flowing through it daily. The
8 B J B : park is privately owned and managed by the
James Foundation which dedicates its efforts
to the preservation and conservation of the
natural history and beauty of the park.

2nd: Bennett Spring State Park, Lebanon

Editors’ Choice: Elephant Rocks State Park,
Belleview

COMMUNITY EVENT

1st: Apple Butter Makin' Days, Mt. Vernon
For more than five decades, folks have descended
on the courthouse square in Mt. Vernon for the
annual Apple Butter Makin’ Days each October.
Today the festival draws more than 100,000 visitors
across three days making it one of the biggest
celebrations in the state. The main attraction

is homemade apple butter. The apple butter is
cooked every day in giant copper kettles over
open fires and the sale of apple butter helps fund
charitable projects in the region. Other highlights
include plenty of vendors, a parade, an apple pie
baking contest and weiner dog and terrapin races.
This year’s festival will be held Oct. 10-12 and will
have free admission.

2nd: Septemberfest, Tipton

Editors’ Choice: Tom Sawyer Days, Hannibal
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1st: Midway Golf and Games, Columbia
Your family is going to need more than one
trip to take in all the action at Midway Golf
and Games just outside of Columbia. Golfers
of all skill levels have options including a par
3 course, mini golf, Toptracer driving range
and even foot golf. Not into golf? No problem.
Work on your swing inside the batting cages
or press the gas on the outdoor go-kart track.
Other outdoor activities include axe throwing,
Blitzball and archery tag. After a day full of
adventure, relax outside with their wide
variety of yard games such as oversized Jenga
and checkers, ping pong, cornhole and much
more. Once you've worked up an appetite,
you can watch golfers tee off on the driving
range from inside 44 Tavern, which serves up
mouthwatering burgers, nachos, tacos and
more.

2nd: St. Louis Zoo, St. Louis
Editors’ Choice: Wonders of Wildlife

National Museum and Aquarium,
Springfield
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1st: Dusty Daisy Trading Co., Clinton
At Dusty Daisy Trading Co. in Clinton, you can
find just about anything — from depression
glass to costume jewelry to metal signs to
refurbished fishing poles. Owner Nancy
Burkhart says she always wanted to own a
shop, and she opened Dusty Daisy in 2021.
“We pride ourselves in offering new-to-

you treasures and on having the friendliest
customer service,” she says. “We love visiting
with our customers.” Around 30 vendors sell
their wares at Dusty Daisy — and they add
items weekly. For visitors to Truman Lake, the
shop is a great rainy-day activity.

2nd: Sara's Treasure, Cameron

Editors’ Choice: Jacob's Cave Swapping
Day, Versailles



1st: St. Charles
Rooted in history, downtown St. Charles

has something for everyone all year long.
Founded in the 1760s, the Missouri River
town is home to Missouri’s First State Capitol,
was the starting point for Lewis and Clark

on their journey to the Pacific Ocean and is
the finish line for the MR340 boat race each
summer. More than two dozen restaurants
and plentiful shopping options flank the
brick-lined historic Main Street. There’s at
least one festival each month of the year with
highlights including Once Upon a Valentine:
Stories for the Loved and Loveless featuring
pro- and anti-Valentine’s Day festivities and St.
Charles Christmas Traditions, which brings the
Christmas spirit of the past to life with food,
carolers and costumes.

2nd: Jefferson City

Editors’ Choice: Cape Girardeau

1st: Dogwood Canyon Nature Park, Lampe
You'll never want to go back indoors after you visit
Dogwood Canyon Nature Park. The 10,000-acre
outdoor wonderland is dedicated to promoting
conservation and protecting the outdoors. Options
abound with a working gristmill, conservation
center, horseback riding, more than 8 miles of paved
and off-road trails, trout fishing, wildlife tours and a
treehouse for those young and young at heart. You
can take it all in while surrounded by impossibly
beautiful flowing water, towering bluffs and wildlife
in the park that is nestled in the Ozark Mountains.

If your outdoor adventures at Dogwood Canyon
Nature Park have you feeling hungry, you can satisfy
your appetite at the Mill and Grill Restaurant with
items such as elk sausage, potato and kale soup or
the bison burger.

2nd: Katy Trail State Park, Clinton to Machens

Editors’ Choice: Float Trip, Ozark National Scenic
Riverways




1st: Dandelion Creek, Plattsburg

What started as a kitchen hobby has turned
into a burgeoning brick-and-mortar business
for Lori and Mathias Nelson. The couple

own Dandelion Creek Co., a business that
specializes in handmade goat milk soap. Their
soap is made from the milk of their Alpine and
Saanen goats. Depending on the season, you
can choose from dozens of flavors of soap,
such as lavender and chamomile, midnight
merlot, open meadows and roadhouse. Lori
also makes beard oils, lip balm and other bath
products. If you're lucky enough to time your
visit during kidding season, you can even
cuddle some of the Nelson’s baby goats.

2nd: Burgers' Smokehouse, California

Editors’ Choice: Southern Gent Candles,
Rocheport

1st: Flat Rock Leather, Pilot Grove
Molly Gerke's love of horses growing up
began transitioning into a passion for leather
work and the cowboy culture as a teenager.
Her parents caught her with a screwdriver
and hammer trying to make cowboy designs
on leather. Shortly thereafter, Molly received
a proper leather working kit for her 15th
birthday and Flat Rock Leather was born.
Today she specializes in creating custom,
intricate leatherwork on everything from gun
slings to belts to cattle record books from her
studio in Pilot Grove. “The cowboy culture did
draw me to the leatherwork initially,” she says.
“But once | started working with it more and
saw how versatile it is; it's something that just
kind of spoke to me”

2nd: Caricature Artist Jim Dyke, Jefferson
City

Editors’ Choice: Sculptor Brandon Crandell,
Brashear
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5,20,47,53

19, 23, 31

Restaurant
1. Beckett's
2. Fulton Cafe
3. Carson's

BBQ

4. Wabash BBQ

5. Sweet Smoke BBQ
6. Duke's BBQ Shack

Pizza

7. Firehouse 54

8. Brooklyn Pizza
9. Mother Tucker's

Coffee Shop

10. Fireside Bakes and Brew

11. Bourbon Cafe & Coffee Saloon
12. Knox County School Bus Cafe

Bakery

13. Hoeckele's Bakery and Deli
14. Rolling Pin Bakery

15. Black Oak Bakery

44 Statewide

Food Truck

16. Mr. Murphy's Stuffed Potatoes
17. Mad Moose and Crew BBQ
18. Smokin Pickle

Burger

19. Rich's Famous Burgers

20. Dukes on the Boulevard

21. Mary Jane Burgers and Brew

Winery

22. Stone Hill Winery

23. Spencer Manor Winery

24. Charleville Brewery & Winery

Brewery/Distillery

25. Public House Brewing Co.
26. Pinckney Bend Distillery
27. Piney River Brewing Co.

Roadside Attraction
28. Uranus Fudge Factory
29. Jim the Wonder Dog
30. Maxie the Goose

Park

31. Maramec Spring Park

32. Bennett Spring State Park
33. Elephant Rocks State Park

Community Event

34. Apple Butter Makin' Days
35. Septemberfest

36. Tom Sawyer Days

Flea Market/Antique
37. Dusty Daisy

38. Sara's Treasure

39. Jacob's Cave

Family Fun

40. Midway Golf and Games
41. St. Louis Zoo

42. Wonders of Wildlife

Outdoor Adventure

43, Dogwood Canyon Nature Park
44, Katy Trail State Park

45, Float Trip

Downtown

46. St. Charles

47. Jefferson City
48. Cape Girardeau

Made in Missouri

49. Dandelion Creek

50. Burgers' Smokehouse
51. Southern Gent Candles

Artist/Craftsperson
52. Flat Rock Leather
53. Jim Dyke

54. Brandon Crandall

et al
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SEE MORE

Scan to get a map
of all the winners
on your phone.
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BEST OF

During the 22-year history

of the Best of Rural Missouri
contest, some restaurants,
places and people have emerged
as perennial favorites among
readers. In 2023, we created a
Hall of Fame for these top picks.
The list below highlights those
entries which have received five
or more first-place wins during
the history of the statewide
contest.

Hall of Fame:

Missouri Hick Bar-B-Que
Ha Ha Tonka State Park
St. James Winery

Silver Dollar City
Branson

Lake of the Ozarks
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The perfect day trip
or weekend getaway!
Washington is just
45 minutes
west of St. Louis
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MISSLHIRI

VisitMo.com
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visitwashmo.com * 636-239-2715

CONCERTS * SYMPOSIA * SPECIAL EVENTS

Historic Downtown Sedalia

May 28-31, 2025
MISSOURI mgs  SEDALYe

VisitSedaliaMo.com

VisitMo.com

STEEL BUILDINGS

protect what matters

looks like

mother
nature

finally met her match.

CALLNOW

FOR CURRENT
SPECIALS

800-825-0316

Ask us about our
Barndominium
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WSBSTRONG.CON
for more information
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MAREOVER THAT YOU'LL LOVE

DENTURES & IMPLANTS

FAMILY DENTISTRY
& ORTHODONTICS

CROWNS & BRleEs;’f/

Basic
Dentures
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PER ARCH
DENTAL CENTERS
Dr. Collins & Associates
General Dentistry
Located at:

MID-AMERICA DENTAL
& HEARING CENTER

[Q www.MidAmericaDental.com x}

Dr. Collins & Associates are Missouri licensed General Dentists. Theyare not
licensed in Missouri as specialists in the advertised dental specialty of
Prosthetics. Implants are a specialty area not recognized by the ADA that
require no specific educational training to advertise this service.




THERAPY, SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE

How a Safe Step Walk-In Tub

can change your life

Remember when...

Think about the things you loved to

do that are difficult today — going for
a walk or just sitting comfortably while
reading a book. And remember the last
time you got a great night’s sleep? As
we get older, health issues or even
everyday aches, pains and stress can
prevent us from enjoying life.

So what’s keeping you from having
a better quality of life? Check all the
conditions that apply to you.

Then read on to learn how a Safe Step
Walk-In Tub can help.

Personal Checklist:

.. OLower Back Pain
[ Arthritis

. [ Anxiety
[ Insomnia

i [J Mobility Issues
[ Diabetes

[0 Poor Circulation
(1 Dry Skin .

Feel better, sleep better, live better

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub lets you indulge
in a warm, relaxing bath that can help
relieve life’s aches, pains and worries.

Hydro-Jet Water Therapy —
10 Built-In Variable-Speed
Massaging Water Jets

16 Air Bubble Jets /s'

Complete ®
Lifetime Warranty
on the Tub

Personal Hygiene

Safe Step includes more standard therapeutic
and safety features than any other tub on the market,
plus the best warranty in the industry:

— Heated Seat and Back
Electronic Keypad

__ MicroSoothe® Air
Therapy System

1 — New Rapid Fil
N Faucet

Therapy System
and Bidet

Anti-Slip Tub Floor

B-%-B MADE IN FOOt
Massaging
UDNESSEC [
Wider Door,

LIFETIME The Industry's
LIMITED WARRANTY

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

Leading Low Step-In

EASE OF
USE

CERTIFIED

A Safe Step Tub can
help increase mobility,
boost energy and
improve sleep.

It’s got everything you should look for
in a walk-in tub:

* Heated Seat — Providing soothing
warmth from start to finish.

* MicroSoothe® Air Therapy System —
helps oxygenate and soften skin while
offering therapeutic benefits.

¢ Pain-relieving therapy — Hydro
massage jets target sore muscles and
joints.

* Safety features — Low step-in, grab bars
and more can help you bathe safely and
maintain your independence.

* Free Safety Package

For your FREE information kit and our
Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-800-270-6871

Financing available with approved credit.

_______________________________________________

CALL TODAY AND
RECEIVE EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS

FREE SAFETY
PACKAGE

PLUS $1500 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 1-800-270-6871

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must
present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market
restrictions may apply. Offer available in select markets only.

_______________________________________________

Ay safestep

www.YourSafeStepTub.com
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Spencers’ Sweet Call continues
1 00-year candy legacy in Webb City

— by Sara Schafer | sschafer@ruralmissouri.coop

ith the precision of a chemist and the patience of a

preacher, Charles Spencer approaches the rotating

machine filled with shimmering liquid gold. He carefully

ladles out just the right amount of chocolate — heated pre-
cisely to 86.8 degrees. He pours the chocolate into a charming bunny
mold, which is held tightly together by three binder clips.

Once the chocolate fills a little under half of the mold, Charles
slowly rotates the mold to inspect every angle. “You tap the molds so
that the chocolate gets into the features,” he says. “You can see like
there’s a little bubble there on her nose, so you have to keep tapping
up until the bubble goes out. You usually want them heavier at the
bottom, so the bunnies can stand up.”

After Charles is happy with the thickness and consistency, he
adds one more clip to the bottom of the mold and stands it up on his
worktable to let it cool and set. One bunny done, and several hundred
more to go. These bunnies will delight children and adults alike this
Easter — offering a sweet taste of nostalgia and fun.

Charles and his wife, Malinda, own Spencer’s Sweet Call at the e s =2

Minerva in Webb City. They are just the third family to run a business
at this location, which originally opened in 1917. The couple opened
their store in 2017, after the shop had been closed for several years.
“I'm one of the people who got themselves in trouble on the internet,”

Charles and Malinda Spencer own Spencers’ Sweet

Call at the Minerva in Webb City. This historic candy

shop is known for its intricate and delicious chocolates,

especially their Easter bunnies and candy-filled eggs. . N P
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From left: Charles uses a variety of molds to create his chocolates, which can either be solid or hollow. Two molds are
clipped together to form a cavity to fill with chocolate.The chocolate is tempered in a specialized machine.The chocolate
goes through a series of temperature changes to make it the correct consistency. Charles rotates the mold to make sure the
chocolate evenly coats the mold and doesn’t create any air bubbles. Once he’s happy with the coating of chocolate, he lets the
excess drip out the bottom to be used for another creation. After the chocolate has set, the final step is to carefully pop it
out of the mold.The goal is the least amount of handling possible so you have a perfect treat.

Charles says. “I was just looking for used candy
equipment online to use as a hobby. Instead, I
found a whole candy store.”

Charles has always enjoyed making sweet
treats. His other job is serving as Presbyterian
minister, so he and Malinda would commonly
make and take cakes, pies and breads to church
functions. Charles was wrapping up his time with
a church in Lee’s Summit when he found the
candy equipment and store for sale in Webb City.

While Malinda was surprised by the idea, she
was open to it. “It seemed right, which helped,”
she says. “It was a lot of change, but you have to
be open to change.”

The couple moved south and started restor-
ing the store, which was famous for its dozens of
varieties of homemade candy, including chocolate
hearts for Valentine’s Day and candy canes at
Christmas. They scrubbed the blue-and-white tile
floors, touched up the tin ceiling and worked to
bring the antique candy equipment back to life.

Today, the shop’s cases are filled with cara-
mels, fun chocolates shaped for various holidays,
old-fashioned ribbon candy, pies and cakes. They
also have modern-day bulk candy, 80 varieties of
soda in glass bottles and other seasonal goodies.

For Easter, the star of the candy case is giant
eggs. “The eggs are a big local tradition,” Charles
says. “People were asking us, ‘When are you going
to do the eggs?’ I asked, ‘What are the eggs?’
They said, ‘Oh, you know, the chocolate eggs with
candy inside.” We had to talk to a lot of people to
actually get to the bottom of what they were.”

28 RURAL MISSOURI | APRIL 2025

The memorable treats include a hollow choco-
late egg that’s made in an ornate mold. Custom-
ers then choose a third of a pound of candy to fill
the egg. Charles fills the eggs with treats such as
jellybeans or chocolate-covered caramels, then he
seals the two egg halves with royal icing.

“You have to make the shell thick enough that
it has structural integrity, but thin enough it is
like the consistency of a chocolate bar,” he says.

Eggs come with two tickets — one with the
price ($16 or $18 depending on the candy) and
one to say what candy is inside. That way grand-
mothers with large orders know exactly who gets
what egg. “You’re always worried you’ll switch
them up,” Charles says.

Charles and Malinda admit owning a candy
shop came with a steep learning curve. “I have a
chemistry degree, and this is the closest I've come
to using that degree,” Charles says.

The two enjoy seeing customers — whether
they are locals or tourists visiting Route 66, which
runs a block from the store. They are honored to
carry on a 100-year-plus tradition and play a spe-
cial part in their customers’ Easter baskets.

Spencer’s Sweet Call at the
Minerva is open Wednesdays
and Thursdays, 1 to 5 p.m.
and Fridays and Saturdays,
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. It is

located at 12 S. Main St.

in Webb City. Learn more
at sweetcall.net.
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Fraction of the Price!

I Lost a Fortune at the French Races, but Fortunately I Found This Bag

“T) cady! Set! Go!”

The starting gate opened
and 19 horses galloped off, each
jockeying for the lead. While
Apache, the horse I bet on, was
the odds-on favorite, his rival
Napoleon pulled ahead in the

race’s final seconds.

In less than a minute I lost a
fortune at the Paris horse races.
After a brief moment of disbelief, something caught my eye. It
seemed like every woman in Paris was carrying the same classic
handbag! I had to have one for my own, so I had our handbag
designers interpret this classic offer. Presenting the Parisian Chic
Claire Handbag.

Inspired by the equestrian gear I encountered in the stables after
the race, the Claire Bag is the color of saddle leather with metal
adornments that recall horse bits and stirrups. Sturdy and chic,
the Claire Bag is ideal for the woman on the go. See for yourself
why the Parisian Chic Claire Handbag is the toast of France!

Backed by our satisfaction guarantee, you can revel in its
sophistication risk-free for 30 days. Should it fail to dazzle,
return it for a full refund of the item price.

Handbag Specifications:

* Brown vegan leather.

* 81/2"x4” D x 6 1/2” H, 9 1/2” H w/handle.

* Two interior open pockets, two interior zipped pockets, one
outside zipped pocket.

Parisian Chic Claire Handbag
$299- $39* + S&P Save $260
*You must use Insider Offer Code PCH179-01 to get this price.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: PCH179-01 Rating of A+

St o 14091 Southcross Drive W.
auer Dept. PCH179-01, Burnsville, MN 55337

www.stauer.com
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WANT TO BE
A LINEMAN?

Here’s how to get
to the top of the pole

Andy Garcia works with a
hotstick during the annual
Lineman’s Rodeo.The event helps
him hone his skills as a third-year
apprentice lineman for Barry
Electric Cooperative.
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Left: The Climbing Certification Lab put on by Missouri Electric Cooperatives is often the class that makes would-be linemen think about another
career. Most conquer their fear of heights, however. Here participants in the course show off their skills at the lineman school in Jefferson City.
Right: Briar Meek carries part of a pole that was replaced by a Barry Electric crew. As a first-year apprentice, he mostly works from the ground.

by Jim McCarty | jmccarty@ruralmissouri.coop

ou say you like working outdoors? You crave that
office with a view. You don’t mind putting in the
hours and long for a little excitement in your day.
Could be you would make a good lineman.

Andy Garcia checked all those boxes when he consid-
ered his career path. “My first plan was playing baseball,
but I ended up getting injured,” says the 22-year-old
apprentice lineman. “I knew I wanted to be outside. I knew
I wanted to do something different every day. This trade
has provided it.”

He had little knowledge of what linemen did until his
cousin, Osiel Aldava, told him he was looking at lineman
school. “I asked him, ‘What’s line school?’” Andy recalls.
“And he kind of told me a little bit about what they do.

So, I looked into it. There is a program at Ozark Technical
Community College. They had a two-year program and we
both applied.”

Today both cousins are linemen at electric cooperatives:
Andy at Barry Electric, Cassville, and Osiel at Ozark Elec-
tric, Mt. Vernon.

It’s not easy getting into a lineman school, Andy
learned. It helps if you have some exposure to the trade.
Fortunately, the cousins knew a lineman who worked for
a contractor. “He was able to take a truck home one day,
and he took us up in the bucket,” Andy says. “That was
my first time being in a bucket, being up that high. And I
loved it. Just being up there, seeing things from a different
perspective. I wasn'’t scared at all.”

That feeling may have changed a bit on the first day of
class at Ozark Tech where he was accepted in the college’s
Electrical Distribution program. Linemen can'’t be afraid of
heights. Besides working from bucket trucks high above
the ground, they also must climb poles when the need
arises.

“Day one they had us climbing poles,” Andy says. “The
instructor was having us climb 5, 10 feet just to get used
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to it. You started seeing kids climb all the way to the top
of the pole, and here I go. I didn’t want to be the last one.
Just being up there, it can be scary.”

Occasionally someone would “gaff out,” meaning the
spikes strapped to their boots would kick out of the pole.
Years ago, a lineman who had this happen might ride a
pole to the ground, then spend a few days pulling creosote
splinters from their arms. These days linemen wear belts
with teeth that grab the pole and stop them from falling.

Briar Meek, 29, is another apprentice lineman at Barry
Electric Cooperative. He took a different path to the job.

“I was doing natural gas before this, and had done it for
about nine years,” he says. “I just kind of got bored. I
enjoyed working outside but wanted to do something dif-
ferent. So, I ended up going to line school.”

Briar went to Northwest Lineman College in Texas, and
like Andy, quickly started climbing poles. “I hope it doesn’t
fall over,” Briar says he wthought the first time he was on
a pole. “I was nervous because I'm a large guy and I hit
the ground pretty hard. But it’s one of those things you’re
going to do if you want to work in this trade.”

Most electric cooperatives hire beginning linemen who
came to them through one of the technical schools. But
some will hire a person with no training, provided they
possess a good work ethic.

That was how Johnie Hendrix came to the trade. After
serving in the Army Reserve and deploying to Iraq, Sgt.
Hendrix became lineman Hendrix at Barry Electric. He
worked the co-op’s lines until he moved to Missouri Elec-
tric Cooperatives as a safety instructor. Today he heads the
association’s Risk Management and Training Department.

Part of the department’s mission is to train linemen
through its Apprenticeship Program and supplemental
courses for those wanting to improve their skills. While
line schools like State Tech in Linn and Ozark Tech in
Lebanon and Nixa help students learn the basics of the
trade, the education doesn’t end with graduation. “There’s
a whole schooling of on-the-job training ahead of them to



Left: Andy Garcia puts cover-up materials on the hot line he will be working on. He is a third-year apprentice and can work energized lines as long
as he is supervised by a journeyman lineman. Right: Briar and Andy knock dirt off the auger as the hole for a replacement pole is dug. Apprentice
linemen do a lot of the grunt work for electric cooperatives.They will need 8,000 hours of on-the-job training to advance to journeymen.

become a journeyman lineman,” Johnie says.

Newly hired linemen begin as first-year apprentices.
They will spend the next four to five years earning their
journeyman certification. As they move up in the process,
they can perform more and more duties on the job.

To advance in the profession, apprentices must take
classes through a program that is accredited by the
Department of Labor. Most in Missouri use the Apprentice
Lineman Program through Missouri Electric Cooperatives
in Jefferson City, Johnie says.

Here they must complete five core classes over four
years. They also must complete four 10-unit Power Deliv-
ery Program modules. Beyond this is the 8,000 hours of
on-the-job training that comes at the hands of veteran
linemen. “I'm learning every day,” Andy says. “You can
never stop learning.”

Briar agrees. “You'll learn every day,” he says. “If you
quit learning, you probably need to do something else.”

For these linemen the day begins at 7 a.m. when Barry
Electric linemen get their orders for the day. On a typical
day in late February, Andy and Briar are part of a crew
that will change out a pole in Exeter. Their work order is
marked “urgent.” Poles are constantly inspected for defects
that make them unsafe, and this one showed signs of rot.

Disconnecting the power is not an option, so the crew of
six work it hot. Their task is to set a new pole, then trans-
fer the wires from the old pole to the new one.

They use three trucks. One is a digger-derrick, which
will drill the hole and lift the new pole into place. As it digs
into the soft earth, Andy and Briar knock the soil from the
auger. Now the new pole is framed. They do this on the
ground, which is much easier than doing it in the air.

Once the pole is set, Andy backs his bucket truck to
one side of the pole while journeyman lineman Drew Crain
positions a second truck nearby. This is Andy’s job, and
Drew will supervise. Andy starts by donning rubber gloves
and sleeves. The next step is covering the hot wire with
rubber blankets.

As he works Andy is aware he is working next to 7,620
volts. “Safety is a big deal,” he says. “You’ve got your
sleeves and gloves to protect you. There was another guy
up there with me, so you've got to have that trust. They’re
watching your back. You’re watching their back. You've got
to be careful with it, because it can be dangerous.”

Meanwhile, Briar is on the ground with the rest of the
crew. He works to set anchors that will help this corner
pole hold the strain of the wires. “I enjoy working outside
and working on good crews,” he says. “You can joke and
cut up and give each other a hard time, but at the same
time you’re there to do a job and do it right and make sure
everyone goes home the same way they came.”

He says working for an electric co-op allowed him to
stay in Cassville. “I coach Mighty Mites football, so that’s
something I wanted to continue to do. You are part of the
community here,” he says.

Briar has yet to work any major storms. That’s not the
case for Andy. He was part of the all-out effort to restore
power this past Memorial Day when strong winds plunged
a good part of the co-op’s members into darkness.

“That’s when I realized it was going to be a long week,”
he says. “I haven'’t really had a worst day on the job. You
just know you have your hands full. The best day was after
all the power was back on. You’d be driving through some
neighborhoods, and everybody was outside clapping after
you got their lights on. That’s a good feeling.”

The job of a lineman is a tough one, but most agree
it’s a job they love. Andy’s advice is to give it all you have.

“Every day is an interview,” he says. “Get
out there and do your best.”

April 14 is Missouri Lineworker
Appreciation Day. Please join us in rec-
ognizing the work these individuals

do to ensure we all have reliable

electricity to power our homes and
businesses.
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Below: This huge pile of walnut logs will soon
be turned into valuable lumber at Missouri-Pacific
Lumber Co.— better known as MO PAC Lumber
— in Fayette. Most of the logs are sourced from
landowners in north Missouri. Right: Bucky
Pescaglia, president of the company, examines logs
that will provide figured wood for gunstocks.

Walnut for the World
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MO PAC Lumber strives to
be the gold standard for
black walnut hardwood

by Jim McCarty | jmccarty@ruralmissouri.coop

t starts with a squirrel burying nuts in the
forest. Some of these are dug up for food in
the wintertime. But others are forgotten and
grow into tall walnut trees. The landowner
decides to thin the mature trees so sunlight can
reach the new ones sprouting below. The tree
is cut by a local logger, sold to Missouri-Pacific
Lumber Co. and hauled to the state-of-the-art
sawmill in Fayette.

Then begins a process of sorting, debarking,
sawing, steaming, drying, grading and straight-
line ripping that might end more than two years
later. The result will be crafted into beautiful
boards highly prized for the rich beauty and lux-
urious patina by woodworkers the world over.

MO PAC Lumber, the name it does business
under, got its start accidentally. Its founder,
Louis Pescaglia, shoveled coal for home heating
in the 1930s. One day a truck ran a stop sign
and slammed into his coal truck. The driver
didn’t have insurance, so he offered to pay for
the damage with his load: timbers destined for
the Illinois coal mines.

Louis decided it was easier supplying lumber
than shoveling coal. He bought a small sawmill
in 1935 and began cutting timbers. In 1960 his
son, Jim, joined him in starting Pekin Hardwood
Lumber Co., which specialized in lumber for
industrial purposes. This changed when Jim
convinced his dad to let him saw some furni-
ture-grade hardwood. He hauled the boards to
Chicago and returned with a new direction for
the business.

“That completely changed the trajectory of
the business,” says Jim’s son, Bucky, now pres-
ident of the company. “We were trying to expand
in Illinois. We cut every species of wood in the
forest because there’s not that much forest in
Mlinois. It was my dad’s idea to focus on just
one species, walnut. Hardly anyone was cutting
it at the time in large volumes.”

Jim’s younger brother, Jerry, joined in 1970.
As the business grew, it became apparent the
supply of hardwoods in central Illinois wouldn’t
keep up with the demand.
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Above: Scott Schrader is one of the most experienced among the highly skilled
workers at MO PAC Lumber. He has spent 43 years behind the controls of the
bandsaw that turns logs into lumber. He works two joysticks with seven buttons
each to override the computer programming and manipulate logs for the best cuts.
Below: Freshly cut lumber is sorted by thickness and stacked on carts so material
handlers Matt Overstreet, left, and Gauge Weaver can wheel them to an all-concrete
building where the boards will be steamed for 84 hours to ensure uniform color.
Right: Rakiim Chairse-McCutcheon loads steamed and dried boards onto rollers
where they will move to be graded, a critical step in adding value to the wood.
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Left: Inspector Sean New flips boards so he can examine and mark them for the | | different grades of lumber. Properly grading lumber can make
or break the company. These skills are learned at schools put on by the National Hardwood Lumber Association, which set standards for lumber
grading not long after its establishment in 1898. Right: Nothing is wasted at MO PAC Lumber. Sawdust and scrap pieces of wood are burned to
create steam and to heat the drying kilns.What’s left is sold to a company in Auxvasse that turns them into landscape mulch, or they go to the

University of Missouri where they help fuel its power plant.

When Bucky left home to learn the trade, the family
business moved to New Franklin, Missouri. With the move
came a new name — Missouri-Pacific Lumber Co. — and a
new focus on black walnut production.

Missouri ranks first in the nation for black walnut trees,
and the move put the mill close to the supply. “Missouri
has more walnut trees than the next two states combined,”
says Bucky. “It’s definitely the walnut mecca of the world.”

The Howard County location also provided easy access
for shipping to the West Coast, hence the Pacific in its
name. The move to Missouri proved to be a good one —
until it wasn’t. The company thrived until the Missouri
River almost destroyed it.

Its location 2 miles from the Missouri River should have
been enough distance to keep its lumber high and dry in
the worst of floods. “We’d had floods in the first several
years we were there,” Bucky recalls. “Just a little backwa-
ter from the creeks behind us.”

But the Great Flood of 1993 caught the business by
surprise and drowned it under 14 feet of water. Virtually
the entire stockpile of logs floated away, along with pal-
lets of finished lumber. Employees took to johnboats and
searched the river for the missing wood.

“We took rope, and we took fence staples, and we’d go
out and hammer the rope into the logs,” Bucky says. “We’d
make a train of those logs and try to pull them to shore.
The lumber was everywhere for miles and miles.”

With the business underwater for 30 days, employees
stayed busy rescuing its products and cleaning the thick
mud from what they found. They worked for 100 days
straight to put the business back on its feet.

Despite their efforts, a move back to Illinois seemed
inevitable, taking 40 good jobs away from an area that
desperately needed more employers. That’s when Howard
Electric Co-op stepped in. Its manager at the time, Rich-
ard Fowler, and Operating Superintendent Don Frevert

stopped by to see what it would take to keep the business
in Howard County. They learned Jim Pescaglia was frus-
trated with a search for land out of the flood plain.

Compounding the problem, another flood hit the busi-
ness in 1995. There was no flood insurance to cover the
losses from the floods. That prompted Howard Electric’s
board to offer the business a $150,000 loan. They spear-
headed an effort to find suitable ground for the move and
found it at a former airfield just south of Fayette.

Howard County received a grant from the Missouri
Department of Economic Development to buy the land.

A Community Development Block Grant was used to add
water and sewer. The U.S. Small Business Administration
chipped in a $1.5 million loan, and the deal was made.

“My dad sat in his pickup truck with a napkin and drew
out what it would look like,” Bucky says of the new loca-
tion, now served by Howard Electric. “This will never flood.
And if it does, Noah will be coming by. We were in a good
area. We had great employees, so we wanted to stay here.”

In 1996 the first board came off the high-tech bandsaw
at the new location. Its capacity expanded by 25 percent,
with plenty of room for future growth. Today more than a
million board feet of lumber is ready for shipment at any
given time. Walnut only grows in the United States. MO
PAC Lumber ships 50% to 60% of its products overseas,
including destinations as far away as China and Germany.
It’s sold in bundles of 1,000 board feet.

“Walnut is known as the aristocrat of hardwoods,”
Bucky says. “There is this level of respect in the market-
place that if you are using walnut you are using one of the
finer hardwoods that’s available.”

The best walnut, he says, grows north of the Missouri
River. While MO PAC Lumber does source logs from the
Ozarks, the wood tends to have more defects so north Mis-
souri trees are preferred.

Once the logs are delivered to the mill, they are sorted
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Bucky stands inside one of many warehouses filled with high-quality walnut lumber ready to ship to the end user.The sawmill located in Fayette
ships walnut all over the world where it might be used in everything from furniture, Rolls-Royce car interiors, gunstocks, kitchen cabinets and
caskets. MO PAC Lumber annually produces 3 million board feet of walnut in a process that can take two years from start to finish.

into piles based on the expected quality. The best logs are
resold to veneer mills. Forked logs, which tend to produce
highly figured wood, might go to gunstock makers. Every-
thing else goes into one of 13 piles destined for boards.

The bark is ground off and the log passes through a
metal detector to prevent damage to the 14-inch-wide,
42-foot-long bandsaw blade. “We want to make sure there’s
no wire, nails, rifle bullets,” Bucky says. “The weirdest
thing I've ever found is an entire framing square. But we’ve
seen all kinds of things. There’s this myth that if you hang
a horseshoe on a walnut tree it’ll produce more walnuts.”

Armed with 43 years of experience, Missouri Pacific’s
sawyer Scott Schrader runs the computerized bandsaw
that scans the log and determines how best to cut it into
pieces. He often uses his wisdom to override the com-
puter’s directions using two joysticks with 14 buttons to
manipulate the log.

Once cut, the boards are carried down the line where
they are cut to uniform length, stacked on carts and
moved to a building where the wood is steamed for 84
hours to give it a uniform color.

Now saturated with water, it goes into huge stacks
outside where it dries naturally for a period of time based
on its thickness. This drying can take up to two years for
thicker boards.
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Then it’s moved into huge kilns, where air heated by
burning sawdust and woodchips dries the lumber to 7%
moisture. From there it will be sorted into different grades
by highly experienced inspectors.

While business is booming for MO PAC Lumber, it faces
many of the same issues that plague the rest of Missouri’s
forest products industry. Competition from wood substi-
tutes like vinyl flooring, concrete railroad ties and plastic
pallets has led to a push from the Missouri Forest Prod-
ucts Association to encourage consumers to use real wood.

Despite the challenges, Bucky sees a bright future for
MO PAC Lumber. “I've got all three of my boys working
in this company,” he says. “If I wasn’t convinced there’s
plenty of resources out there, that the trees are growing
way faster than they’re being harvested, that our products
are quality and sustainable, I wouldn’t be encouraging

them to work in this company. We make a
great product. The world has a desire for
these products. We just have to educate
Fayette them and inform them about the ben-
efits of using real hardwoods.”
For more information on MO
PAC Lumber, call 800-279-7997 or
visit www.mopaclumber.com.
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Smart homeowners around the world have scrapped their old furnaces and
air conditioners and replaced them with a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort
system. That's because WaterFurnace geothermal systems use the clean,
renewable energy in your own backyard to provide savings up to 70% on
heating, cooling and hot water. You won’t need that old inefficient furnace
or that unsightly outdoor air conditioner because a WaterFurnace system
provides complete comfort for your home with a single unit.—and with
a 30% federal tax credit' available, now is a great time to contact your local
WaterFurnace dealer today!

Your Local WaterFurnace Dealers

California Kansas City Springfield

Rehagen Htg & A/C ECS Geothermal Krueger Geothermal

(573) 455-2394 (816) 532-8334 (417) 883-6395

Cameron Montgomery City Troy

ECS Geothermal Central Htg & Clg Peters Htg & A/C

(816) 532-8334 (573) 546-3020 (636) 462-5161

Rogers Htg & Clg Perryville Westphalia

(816) 675-2244 Schumer Brothers Rehagen Htg & A/C
- 573) 455-2394

Chillicothe (573) 547-6517 (573)

Foster Refrigeration West Plains

o @ visit us at waterfurnace.com (660) 707-0797 Current, Inc.

Smarter from the Ground Up

(417) 257-0504

The Reliable Renewable is a trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc
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problem? no cost for these services

Could it be nerve loss?

‘” Helping people hear since 1947 Over 3.000 +

¥ OUTHWESTERN

- FREE demonstration of
most advanced hearing
technology, Intrigue®.

- FREE 30 day risk free trial
of Vitality”.

33 Clinics in Missouri and lllinois

R 5 Star
5STAR G I

. wEicoge 1-888-609-9285
HEARING CENTERS o Reviews
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Cheesy Baked
P Casserele

5 pounds red potatoes, cubed

1 pound bacon, cooked and crumbled
1 pound cheddar cheese, cubed

1 pound cheddar cheese, shredded

1 yellow onion, chopped

1 cup mayonnaise

8 ounces sour cream

1 tablespoon chives, minced

1 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon pepper

Heat oven to 325 degrees.
In large bowl, combine potatoes and bacon.
In separate large bowl, combine cheeses, onion,

mayonnaise, sour cream, chives, salt and pepper. Add to

aw’wm WW potato and bacon mixture and mix well until combined.

. Pour into 9-by-13-inch baking dish. Bake 50 to 60
Pm ﬁm pw minutes until browned and bubbly.
8 ounces cream cheese, softened recipe courtesy Culinary.net
1 cup powdered sugar
1 cup peanut butter
1/2 cup milk
8 ounces whipped topping
1 graham cracker crust
Chocolate chips

Chocolate syrup
Caramel syrup

In bowl of stand mixer, beat cream cheese until
fluffy. Add powdered sugar and peanut butter; mix
until blended. Add milk; mix until blended. Fold in
whipped topping.

Pour into crust. Sprinkle with chocolate chips.
Drizzle with chocolate syrup and caramel syrup.
Freeze until set.

recipe courtesy Culinary.net

Parmesan Crusted Chicken

1/2 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup Parmesan cheese, grated

4 boneless, skinless chicken breast halves (about
1 1/4 pounds)

4 teaspoons Italian seasoned dry breadcrumbs

Heat oven to 425 degrees.

Combine mayonnaise with cheese in medium
bowl. Arrange chicken on baking sheet. Evenly
top with mayonnaise mixture, then sprinkle with
breadcrumbs.

Bake 20 minutes or until chicken is thoroughly
cooked.

recipe courtesy Culinary.net
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S’taM Flled Port Chops

Stuffing:

1 small box biscuit mix

1 stick butter

2 to 3 stalks celery, finely diced

1 onion, finely diced

1 teaspoon poultry seasoning

1 to 2 cups chicken broth, divided
1 bag cornbread stuffing mix

2 eggs, beaten

Salt and pepper, to taste

6 bone-in or boneless pork chops
Oil

1 teaspoon garlic, minced

1 teaspoon sage, minced

1 teaspoon thyme, minced

1 teaspoon rosemary, minced

To make stuffing: Bake biscuits according to package
directions 1 day ahead. Dry biscuits will absorb more
broth.

Heat oven to 350 degrees.

In skillet, melt butter then add celery and onions. Saute
until onions are translucent then add poultry seasoning
and half the broth. Set aside to cool.

In bowl, combine stuffing mix, crumbled biscuits and
eggs.

Add onion mix to bowl and mix well. Add leftover broth
if mixture is too dry. Set aside.

Slit each chop on rounded side, cutting almost through
to bone, to create deep pockets for stuffing.

Season chops with garlic, sage, thyme and rosemary.
Fill each chop with stuffing mixture. Use toothpicks to
keep chops closed.

Preheat skillet with oil over medium-high heat and sear
each chop 2 to 3 minutes on each side.

Once chops are seared, add chops and remaining
stuffing to pan, cover with foil and bake 30 to 45 minutes
until chops reach 140 degrees in center. Remove foil for
last 10 minutes to brown top of stuffing, if desired.

recipe courtesy Coleman Natural Foods

Mac and Cheese with
Pecan Creadcrumbs

8 ounces cavatappi pasta
1 teaspoon salt, plus additional for salting pasta water
1 tablespoon butter

8-ounce block cheddar cheese

1/2 cup raw pecan pieces

15 ounces part-skim ricotta cheese
4 tablespoons sour cream

1/4 teaspoon ground pepper

1 large egg, lightly beaten

Heat oven to 375 degrees.

Cook cavatappi in salted
boiling water. Drain,
reserving 1/2 cup
pasta cooking water.
Return pasta to pot
and stir in butter.

Using box
grater, shred
cheddar cheese.

Using food
processor,
combine 1/4
cup shredded
cheddar cheese
with pecans.
Process to coarse
breadcrumb
consistency.

Add remaining
cheddar cheese,
ricotta, sour cream, 1
teaspoon salt and pepper
to warm pasta. Stir until
thoroughly combined. Add
egg; stir. Add 2 to 4 tablespoons
reserved pasta water to loosen mixture;
stir until smooth.

Pour into buttered 9-inch square or round casserole
dish and top evenly with pecan topping.

Bake 30 minutes.

recipe courtesy American Pecan Promotion Board

Scan to watch a video
on how to prepare
pistachio cake.



FREE EXTRA BATTERY
with FSA 57 Set 20, RMA 460 Set, or RMA 460 V Set

‘Set” includes tool, battery, and charger. Battery valued at $140-$160.

%

$220999 $30099
FSA 57 SET 20 RMA 460 SET
Battery Trimmer Battery Mower

Offer valid through 6/30/25. At participating dealers while supplies last.

STIHLDEALERS.COM

California, Yosemite & Sequoia National Parks

June 1 - June 10, 2025

$3,990 Per Person
Airfare Included

« Pier 39

e Monterey

« Hollywood
 Pismo Beach
* 17-Mile Drive
 Santa Monica
« San Francisco

« Alcatraz Island S Rt
« Sequoia Nat’l Park _  Daysicp

* Golden Gate Bridge

« Yosemite Nat’l Park

« Kings Canyon Nat’l Park

Yosemite Natianal Park

Dakhurst \r Kings Canyoen National Park

4 Sequoia National Park
\u'i-ialia}

Los Angeles

USA Tours, Inc 800—492—2601

INCLUDES
» Flight to San Francisco

* Flight back from Los Angeles

+ 9 Nights Hotels

* 9 breakfasts &1 dinner

» Knowledgeable tour guide that
will provide you with a wealth of

information about the area

 Transportation to/from Rolla
to St. Louis Airport

» Optional Tours: Santa Monica
Wine Tasting & Paramount Studios

tourUSA.com




ATTENTION FARMERS!
* SECURE YOUR BUILDING TODAY!

FOR LIFE.

Permanently seal your wood and concrete

s» BUY LOCAL - DEAL LOCA
== 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SUPPORT USA INDUSTRY - BUY AMERICAN!

+ HEAVY GAUGE STEEL-STRONGEST FOR WIND, SNOW & ICE!
— + DIY CONSTRUCTION - 100% BIRD FREE!

_""Xﬁ— = = 7\ 800-894-9408

s ks

STEELSPAN amsteelspan.com

BUILDINGS.

STOP WASTING YOUR HAY!
STOP LEAVING YOUR MACHINARY OUTSIDE!

* SPRING DELIVERY AVAILABLE

(844)481-6862
PermaSealUSA.com

DIAMOND ¢{»POLE BARNS
Rt. 3 Box 1077-1, Stilwell, OK 74960
Specializing in Pole Barns
and Storage Buildings
Call for free quotes
877-315-4021 or fax 918-797-0050
www.diamondlpolebarns.net

FREE ESTIMATES

Some invest in acreage, ‘ Agricultural Real Estate Loans

We know that if it’s worth having then it’s worth working

, L] L] L] L]
he S lnvestlng 1 herltage, for. Many say it but we live it. We are your neighbors who
4] TR Y AR \'W\l win grew up in small towns. These experiences give us a real

understanding of agriculture and what it takes to build a
farm for the next generation.
Competitive variable, adjustable and fixed rates
Service from online to on-the-farm

Work with a team of experts who understand your
needs

As a member of our cooperative, you are eligible for
patronage payments

J

/N

V) U 0., FCS FINANCIAL
\ _ b eége Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities.™

. i A FARM CREDIT COOPERATIVE
=2 ‘ ®

sl ; Find an FCS Financial office near you:

mmmmmmmm

LENDER WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities. is a trademark of FCS Financial, ACA.




A teenager teams up with a one-eyed, barrel-racing horse |

-

Much of Libbey Colvin’s |3 years has been spent around horses and in saddles. Growing up around the rodeo left an unforgettable impression on her.
“l want to be the best, Christ-like role model | can be to other little girls because | was once that little girl,” she says.

by Savanna Kaiser | info@ruralmissouri.coop

he first time Libbey Colvin sat in a saddle, she was

3 years old. She learned to ride on a miniature pony

named Tucker her parents gave her for Christmas.

He was the first horse to steal her heart, and he
wouldn’t be the last.

Libbey, now 13, grew up around the rodeo, watching
her older brothers compete in team roping events. She par-
ticipated in several events close to her home in Stockton,
and even shows at the Missouri State Fair, but she longed
to go faster. “Then I attended the National Finals Rodeo in
Las Vegas, which covers everything in rodeo,” Libbey says.
“After watching other girls barrel race and hearing their
stories, I knew I had to try it.”

Her unlikely partner in the ring is Hollywood, a 20-year-
old mare with only one eye. “Hollywood has one good eye
and she’s beating a lot of horses with two,” Libbey says.
“She’s an amazing horse and she’s taught me so much.”

In a typical local race, 30 to 50 riders compete. Over
the last year, Libbey has won a saddle, multiple buckles
and money along the way, but it’s the thrill of the race
that’s hard to beat. She and Hollywood will compete at the
National Barrel Horse Association’s Youth & Teen World
Championships in Georgia this July, after her recent final
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landed her in the top 10 in her division. This event will
bring thousands of competitors together from across the
country.

Liz, Libbey’s mom, isn’t surprised Hollywood and Lib-
bey are a winning pair. “We have a lot of older horses, but
I believe that’s the best for youth to learn on,” she says.
“There’s a lot of technique and fundamentals required, and
I wanted to give Libbey a horse that had that foundation
she could build her confidence with.”

They don’t know what happened to Hollywood’s eye,
but otherwise, she is sound. “A big part of the reason we
bought her was because she had really good feet and didn’t
have to wear shoes,” says Liz, a member of Sac Osage
Electric Cooperative. “Some horses are tender-footed and
more apt to slip than others or be lame, but she is not.”

The quarter horse had been previously trained to barrel
race and Libbey was eager to improve her skills. Creating a
bond between horse and rider was the first goal. “I couldn’t
expect her to do her job if she didn’t know me, so I started
out by brushing her a lot and spending time with her,” Lib-
bey says. “Establishing that trust between us was the first
important step.”

Getting around that first barrel was the next challenge
they had to overcome. Since Hollywood is missing her left
eye and the first barrel requires a left turn, the mare must



pay close attention to Libbey’s signals from
the saddle. “If I didn’t put my hands forward
or sit down in the saddle just right, Hollywood
wouldn’t know when to bend around the bar-
rel,” she says.

Many horses start with a right turn, but
Hollywood’s pattern allows her to go left first
and only face one blind barrel. The next two
are right turns and she knows what she’s
doing. “Her motto is go!” Liz says. “Working
with Hollywood has really taught Libbey about
body language. It took them several difficult
races to figure each other out and learn how
to work together and trust each other. It has
really strengthened them as a team.”

Neither the horse nor its rider lets that
one handicap hold them back. At race time,
Hollywood is as spry and sassy as any other
competitor in the arena. “A red-headed mare
with a teenager is a real interesting combo,”
Liz says with a laugh.

Libbey started racing in local events and
shows across the state. They kept working,
getting better and more consistent. “Hollywood
has a really big heart,” Libbey says. “She’s very
smart and she’s definitely trained for speed.”

When they’re not competing, Libbey does a
lot of round pen work with Hollywood. “I take
her on frequent trail rides too. It’s important
to get her mind off the barrel racing,” Libbey
says. “If all she does is train and do drills, it’s
not good for her brain. She needs rest just like
people do.”

Libbey hopes to compete at the National
Finals Rodeo and get a pro card when she
turns 18. She also wants to join the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association. For now,
she’s enjoying her horses while also juggling
school, sports and, in the summer, showing
sheep and pigs at her local county fair.

Animals have always been a huge part of
Libbey’s life. “It’s been an adventure from the
start,” Liz says. “It’s really helped Libbey learn
the value of hard work, responsibility, manag-
ing money and respect. Caring for something
other than yourself by owning animals is so
important while growing up.”

This one-of-a-kind horse has made Libbey
the rider she is today. “Hollywood has really
helped prepare me for a younger horse. When
that day comes, I'll be switching places and
training them like she trained me,” Libbey

says. “That younger horse will
have big shoes to fill someday.’

”

You can reach Libbey
about her rodeo career at
Lizcolvin4d@hotmail.com.

Kaiser is a freelance
writer from Hartville.

Since Hollywood is missing her left eye, barrel racing could be a difficult sport for the
quarter horse. But, Libbey has taught the horse to pay close attention to her signals
from the saddle. “Hollywood has one good eye and she’s beating a lot of horses with
two,” she says.“She’s an amazing horse and she’s taught me so much.”

APRIL 2025 | RURALMISSOURI.COOP 49



www.usabarn.com

1-877-872-2276
BARN Fax: 1-918-686-5512

Py
Barn Builders

1- 8!!9 -889- 1096

Boone Knows\Barns.
oPOLEBARNS ®RED IRON

Timeshare Victim?
We will get your timeshare legally canceled!
TimeShareBeGone
100% Money Back Guarantee!

Low flat Fee Payment Plans <>15 years in business!

800-214-4460

Trust Is Our Reputation
timesharebegone.com

DIMENSION BUILDINGS

Built to_fit yoer ineesha- ) ® BARNDORINIUNS Best Buildings at the Best Price
Any size or design. SERVING THE ENTIRE | | s comgic 1060 s pesg
Office hours: Mon-Fri 8-5 = Sat 8-12 Central STATE OF MISSOURI Deluxe Pole Barn PaCkage J

CALL (618) 997-9568
www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available Marion, IL

1_877_ s 'BARN g:{;::enlmn rofessional

“Proudly serving rural America”

Steel Moblle Home’ Roof‘

. Leaks? High energy bill? Roof rt
. Contact us at 800.633.896
roofover com _

Qe OIRN PROR

%Y
%

ROB-BILT

POLE BARNS

American-made 29 & 26 ga. metal
includes labor & material
Satisfaction Guaranteed ¢ Turn Key
Prices subject ot change
Covered by workmen’s compensation

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
www.rob-bilt.com
1-844-717-2143

=R [mm

1"®
ﬁm’ =
Moblle Home Roofover Systems Since 1983

MAKwENYO"UR DRIVEWAY i

LIk E/NEW

WITH A DR®\ P@WER
GRADER

» Fill in potholes and smooth™®
out washboards

Protective Sleeves

Prevent Bruises

» Loosen and redistribute
existing material

°Prevents Cuts & Scratches
eDurable Soft Leather
* Adjustable Air-Flow

Scan the code to shop DRPower.com

today or request a free catalog! armchaps.com

651-492-4830




SALERS BULLS

GREAT ON HEIFERS, AWESOME ON COWS
If you have a job in town, you can’t be worried about
pulling calves. You need calves with light birth weights,
and lots of vigor, the type that have performed at
weaning. Polled, black or red, good disposition, high
weanling and yearhng welghts Free delivery.
SHOW-ME SALERS ¢ CURRYVILLE, MO

314-420-2806

MERLE NORMAN
COSMETICS STUDIO

MADE IN THE USA
FREE MAILING

573.635.6634

csmcdowell@sprynet.com
316 Jefferson Street * Jefferson City, MO 65101

CHRISTOPHER S. DEATHERAGE, ND |

Naturopathic Doctor
with over 39 years of clinical experience
Natural healthcare for children & adults
www.drdeatheragend.com

(417)683-1300

<VVVY
Pre-Assembled S et
e 1hp CasCade 5000 impowd
) . Floating POND FOUNTAIN! 2%t , :\
i Aerator
> Factory Direct!
— $AVE HUNDREDS! Just $989.95!
Complete with light & timer,
100 ft power cord, 1 yr warranty!
FAST shipping right to your door!
www.fishpondaerator.com

Call 7 d;x);s/we!
(608)254-2735

Shaklee

AMBASSADOR

FREE Shaklee Product Guide
Contact Marilyn 314-749-5548
us.shaklee.com/site/ gold/storefront

$$ PAYING CASH FOR $$%

YOUR SPORTS CARDS/ MEMORABILIA COLLECTION
| would like to buy your baseball cards 1900-1990’s,
football cards 1930-2000, basketball cards 1950-2003,
and unopened boxes, sealed cases, autographed
balls, jerseys, bats, etc.

VIKING SPORTSCARDS - AVA, MO

Aaron 417-250-2246

BRANSON CONDO
ON TABLEROCK LAKE

LAKEFRONT

2 BEDROOM - 2 BATH
SLEEPS 8 « PETS OK
$100 a night
816-931-3366

8 Limted Edition Knives + LED Display Case
Designed & Forged in the USA
Exclusive Trump Design

Great Gift For Trump Supporters

Wooden LED Display Case
-

MyTrumpKnlf .com

KATAHDIN

SHEEP FOR SALE
* EWES, RAMS, & LAMBS

: % Hopping Genetics, Parasite Resistance,
Y Pasture Lambing, Never Grain,
. No Hoof Rot, No Trimming

CHICKS FOR
- -

over 20‘ vcnklics!

417-322-0161 Lebanon, MO

SEPTIC PROBLEMS??

Do You Have: Standing Water, Soggy Soil, Septic Smell In
Yard, Or Gurgling In Pipes??

Call Michael

Our Process Is: Non-Destructive, Environmentally Friendly,
Takes Less Than A Day, And Requires NO DIGGING!

OZARK SEPTIC AERATION
(— 1-800-723-1020

— 417-725-1020

er card
)

Kites are made for wide-open spaces, far
away from electric lines. Help children
understand safe play by showing them
where it is and isn’t safe to fly. Tell them
the dangers of coming in contact with
power lines, and teach them to stay safe.

Putting Members First by
keeping you safe.
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ENTER EVENT

Scan to enter
your event.

We want to feature your event! Fill out our
simple form with the details. Events are
published as space allows and must be
submitted before the first of the month
prior to your event. Scan the QR code or visit
RuralMissouri.org/submit-event.

April 2, Jefferson City, Landing After
Hours, Jefferson Landing State His-
toric Site, 573-751-2854

April 2,9, 16, 23, 30, Linn Creek,
Country Market & Bazaar, Camden
County Museum, 573-873-2990

April 3-4, Winona, Discover Nature
Fishing, Twin Pines, 573-325-1381

April 3-5, Mountain Grove, Book
Sale, Library, 303-868-1936

April 4, Cape Girardeau, Lesson &
Dance, Cape Ballroom, 480-857-7286

April 4, Chamois, Seafood Buffet,
Catholic Church, 573-645-8094

April 4-6, Boonville, Swapper’s Days,
County Fairgrounds, 660-621-1032

April 5, Columbia, Aladdin Lamp
Show, Stoney Creek, 573-696-3619

April 5, Winona, Heritage Day, Twin
Pines, 573-325-1381

April 5, Wentzville and Liberty,
Horseshoe Tournaments, mohpa.us

April 5, Steelville, Jim Messina, Wild-
wood Springs Lodge, 573-775-2400

April 5, Vienna, Craft & Vendor Show,
Knights of Columbus, 573-690-3195

April 5, Hermann, Farmers’ Table
Wine Trail, Wine Trail, 573-294-2228

April 6, Clover Bottom, Shooting
Match, St. Ann Parish Center, 636-
239-3222
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April 6, Catawissa, 30 Target Shoot,
Three D Archery, 314-952-9386

April 6, Glenallen, Spring is Here
Horseshoe Tournament, Backyard
Horseshoe Club, 573-208-3215

April 7, Lebanon, Paolo Schianchi,
Cowan Civic Center, 573-746-2172

April 11, Mexico, Dance, KB Event
Center, 660-676-2301

April 11, Hermann, Summer Sausage
Class, Wurst Haus, 573-486-2266

April 11-12, Colony, Flea Market,
47805 State Hwy. V, 217-617-8947

April 11-12, Clinton, Fly Fishers Expo,
Convention Center, 417-646-5568

April 11-12, Fair Grove, Cinnamon
Roll Sale, Senior Center, 417-759-
9455

April 11-12, Rutledge, Flea Market,
46001 State Hwy. V, 660-216-3223

April 11-13, Charleston, Dogwood
Azalea Festival, Citywide, 573-683-
6509

April 12, Lamar, Goat Milk Soap
Workshop, The Belt, 417-214-2564

April 12, Ste. Genevieve, Spring Mi-
lice Encampment, Downtown, 573-
883-3290

April 12, Ste. Genevieve, STG Gravel
Classic, Downtown, 314-608-5082

April 12, Steelville, Karen Peck & New
River, Meramec Music Theatre, 573-
775-5999

April 12, Hermann, Antique Show,
Festhalle, 573-291-1275

April 12, Springfield, Fabric Sale,
Ozark Piecemakers Quilt Guild, 417-
766-0137

April 12, Jefferson City, Spring Into
Quilts, McClung Park, 573-403-7812

April 12, West Plains, Balloon Glow,
Fairgrounds, 417-256-8835

April 12, Plattsburg, The Big Pink
Huddle, Courtyard, 816-225-8988

April 12, St. Louis, FOCUS Mess
Night, Sunset Country Club, 314-
712-5192, onecau.se/focusmessnight

April 12, Rocheport, Second Satur-
days, Citywide, 573-489-4536

April 12-13, Humansville, Rodeo,
Double J Indoor Arena, 816-651-2836

April 12-13, Oronogo, Ivy Ridge Swap,
20901 E. Ivy Road, 417-262-2335

April 13, Climax Springs, Fish Fry,
NWEFPD Station 1, 816-590-4274

April 13, Cassville, Easter Egg Hunt,
Zone 4 Mini Golf, 417-846-8954

April 14-23, Hermitage, Book Sale,
County Library, 314-749-3525

April 19, Sedalia, Mike Baldwin, Lib-
erty Center, 660-827-3228

April 19, Crystal City and Bucyrus,
Horseshoe Tournaments, mohpa.us

April 19, Lebanon, Book Sale, Public
Library, 417-589-2699

April 19, Carthage, Trade & Swap,
330 Old 66 Boulevard, 417-262-2335

April 19-20, Ste. Genevieve, After-
noon Tea, Quintessential Rivertown
Spice & Tea, 573-880-7037

April 20, Lamar, Poultry Swap, New
Beginnings by Design, 417-262-2335

April 23, Winona, Watercolors with
Sally, Twin Pines, 573-325-1381

April 24, Winona, Pine Needlers, Twin
Pines, 573-325-1381

April 25, Mexico, Silver Wings Band,
KB Event Center, 660-676-2301

April 25, Ste. Genevieve, 4th Friday
Art Walk, Downtown, 573-330-2620

April 25, Hermann, Wurst Making
Class, Wurst Haus, 573-486-2266

April 25, Cape Girardeau, 1920s
Dance, Cape Ballroom, 480-857-7286

April 25-26, Ste. Genevieve, F100
Rally, Community Center, 573-535-
4955



April 25-26, Cleveland, Vintage
Market, 6205 E. Pony Creek Road,
913-221-1957

April 25-27, West Plains, OzCon, Civ-
ic Center, 417-256-8835

April 26, Camdenton, Pancake Break-
fast, Methodist Church, 573-525-
9430

April 26, Versailles, Master Gardener
Plant Sale, Fairgrounds, 614-323-
7703

April 26, Wheatland, Job Fair and
Business Expo, Senior Center, 417-
308-9177

April 26, Rogersville, Meet The Mor-
gan Horse, Equine Collective, 417-
827-4044

April 26, Piedmont, Ian Michaels,
Gooch’s Good Eats & Treats, 573-
561-0077

April 26, Cassville, Trivia on the
Patio, Zone 4 Mini Golf & More, 417-
846-8954

April 26, Houston, Emmett Kelly
Clown Festival, Downtown, 417-967-
3348

April 26, Jefferson City, Spring Has
Sprung Horseshoe Tournament,
Capitol City Horseshoe Club, 636-
541-3232

April 26, Liberty, Youth Only Horse-
shoe Tournament, Don Harris Arena,
816-419-5631

April 26, Camdenton, Lake of the
Ozarks Train Club Train Show, Com-
munity Christian Church, 573-480-
9509

April 26, Owensville, OPRD Market,
Memorial Park, 573-437-8231

April 27, Bonne Terre, Artifact Show,
Elementary School, 314-291-1165

April 27, Wright City, Gateway Coun-
try Music Association, Lions Club,
636-278-0261

April 27, Oronogo, Spring River
Swap, 22035 Maverick Road, 417-
262-2335

MIsSEEuRI

Visit n

Fun is blooming in Phelps County this season—from craft fairs and festivals to
live performances and delicious celebrations of local wine and craft beer!

4/26 Annual Spring Craft Festival - Downtown Rolla
5/3 Sip N’ Savor - Downtown St. James
5/17 Saddle Club Fun Sshow - Rolla
5/30-31 Folky Fish Fest - Maramec Spring Park

visit

VisitRolla.com

OUTDOOR FAMILY FUN

TEE OFF
Play a round at our many
gorgeous golf courses.

CAST YOUR LINE
for a chance at your
next fishing trophy!

DISCOVER THE
SPIRIT TRAIL

10 miles of hiking
and biking bliss.

MISSOURI

BERRY PICKING

Enjoy a relaxing afternoon
at Buckeye Acres Produce
picking fresh strawberries.

POWELL GARDENS
Explore the seasonal and
diverse landscape that invites
you through expansive

trails, gardens, and more.

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO LEARN MORE!

qrremlwr?/ MIS s:;fj{u RI

SMALL TOWN + BIG SOUL.

VisitMo.com
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Bright and Shiny Easter Eggs

Items needed:
Hard-boiled egas, food coloring, vinegar and cooking oil

o Once your hard-boiled eggs have cooled and dried,
pour enough vinegar into a small bowl or mug so
you can dip the eggs and completely cover thewm in
vinegar.

o Dip one egg into the vinegar, then set it onto a spoon
and lower it into a small ceramic bowl or short disposable
cup. Pon't let the vinegar dry (yov'll have about 5 wminutes
before it dries).

Find the hidden words in the puzzle below.
B/IOLLTLAMB|GSSA
YOBSWBH JCB|P|I|F
DIFIE/IL IAGPISERIXA
BINE| S TS| JQEIK|IIPM
ZIFISMCKIDPD|F N|L|I
AT I'HHEICIOEDGE|L
NVBDII|TIGI|CIZYII|Y
N X/RIHIC|B/[R X|O/UR|E|I
X YHISKKLABRPKMP
VIPIOBIDRIS EAUZKA
Z SIPDUIE|ISVITIMXDR
| LIQIN/P/N/G|IB/E|IL NY A
B LEGGSNKAUHE|D
RITQI|SYB|YSAR|ZE

V7 R

SUNDAY  SPR

V7 N

CHICK EGGS DYE BUNNY

ING BASKET FAMILY

APRIL GRASS  NEST DECORATE

LAMB PAR

ADE PEEPS  HOP

e Prip food coloring directly onto the egg. When the top of
the eqg is covered, use the spoon to roll the egg around in the
bowl into the food coloring that dripped into the bottom.
Add wmore drops of food coloring to any white spots on the
egqg (about 15 drops of food coloring for the first egg of every
color).

o Use the spoon to carefully set the egg on a paper towel
lined baking sheet to dry.

o To make another egg of the same color; dip a new egg in
the vinegar, then use the spoon to set the egg into the bowl
and roll it around in the food coloring that was left at the
bottom. Add more drops of food coloring to make sure the
ega is covered. (You'll only need 6 or 7 drops for the second
and third eggs).

o Repeat the steps for each new color, but make sure you use
a clean bowl and spoon for each color.

o Once the eggs have completely dried for about 45 minutes,
pour a few drops of cooking oil onto a paper towel. Rub
the oil all over the egq to give it a shiny finish.
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Minimum order of 5 coins

GENERATIONAL WEALTH is of paramount significance as it represents a beacon of
financial stability. It serves as a tangible testament to the hard work, diligence, and
financial acumen of previous generations, offering a solid foundation upon which future

generations can build their dreams and aspirations.

American Gold Reserve is releasing Government issued $5 Gold American Eagles completely free of dealer mark-up
for only $319 each. These beautiful $5 Gold American Eagles are a perfect way to enter the gold market. They are set for
immediate public release and will sell out fast.

LIMITED OFFER e Free of dealer markup.
Special arrangements on orders over $50,000 e Protection against inflation and deflation.
Mention vault release code: AMS-RM33 * Gold offers financial cover during geopolitical uncertainty.

visa| @) oeserm) e Good portfolio diversifier.

24 hours - 7 days a week .’ AMERICAN
1-866-852-3346 GOLD RESERVE

Strict limit of 10 per house hold, per lifetime. For new clients only.




Thank you for welcoming
Rural Missouri into your
homes every month!

ADDRESS CHANGES:

For change of address, please contact
your local electric cooperative. For
cooperative contact information please
visit amec.org/our-co-ops.

RICHMOND ENCORE® HEAT PUMP WATER HEATERS
The most efficient water heating solution
Heat Pump Water Heaters are 4x more efficient than a standard electric tank water heater. Upgrading to an

ENERGY STAR rated heat pump water heater not only reduces monthly utility costs, but qualifies for up to $2,000
federal tax credit and available local utility rebates. Learn more at RichmondWaterHeaters.com/Hybrid

O] o AVAILABLE AT T ——
Scan for < ' o, B\ These products meet a stringent ® Rlch mond@
Ekai] rebatesin B o MENARDS
z.d your area o o The Water Heater Experts™
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